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▪ Further develop CPAN into a widely recognized patient 
advocacy organization focused on the CARE of cancer –an 
important distinction from most organizations focused on the 
CURE.

▪ Working on multiple fronts to develop the CARE message for 
CPAN. Similar to ACS’s focus on the CURE

▪ Increase our advocates across the U.S. – to mobilize around 
specific issues – for example, the recent Medicare cancer 
experiment.

▪ Unify our CPAN chapters

CPAN’s Two Goals Going Forward



What are your objectives for attending the 2016 
patient advocacy program track?

I totally believe in the 
community based practice 

and what it has to offer 
individual patients! I want to 
support their practice as well 

as similar practices at the 
state and national level.

Although not a survivor 
myself, I work with survivors 

on a daily basis. I want to 
learn what other nurses are 
doing across the country as 

well.

I am on oral chemotherapy and 
see the benefits of not having 
significant side effects as well 
as the time that would be spent 
in an infusion center. 

My objective for attending is to 
become a better advocate for 
others. Through my cancer 
team, I have been able to work 
with a dietician, get introduced 
to other advocacy groups in my 
area, and embrace the concept 
of "Community Care". –

I would like to be prepared in the best way 
possible to advocate and network on behalf 
of CPAN. In order to do this, hearing first-

hand the current information, plans, 
projects and goals shared during the 2016 

Conference would be most beneficial.

Conference attendees, in turn, summarize 
and pass this information along to local 
chapter members during the meeting 

following the Conference. I feel strongly 
about the care I received from the and 
want to see other patients to be able to 

benefit from this center and others like it.



What are your objectives for attending the 2016 
patient advocacy program track?

To learn more about CPAN and join the fight to save community private owned oncology practices. 
The family feel that is expressed to all their patients is very important. The care of each patient and 
the non-commercial feel of therapy given by the staff. I am the voice….as a current patient, all 
surviving modes are important and the group that I belong to make the process a little easier and 
reassuring that I will receive the absolute best care as I work on just healing. 

In the first meeting, I began to understand that the fight needs to be consistent and the law makers 
need to know from our stand point just how important the community physicians are. They ensure that 
healing is first and foremost and really know their patients and all of their needs. That’s very 
comforting not only for the patient but for the family members and friends as well. The community 
physician sets their rules of making sure that the patients receive the very best care and that is so 
important in the healing process. They need to stand alone to continue to be that support system for 
their patients.

Learn as much as I can about vital issues facing the 
Community based Cancer Treatment Centers 

To learn what the obstacles are for 
providing cancer care in a community 
setting -- Obstacles for the practices, 

and how they affect patients



10 Educational Advocacy Sessions
▪ Cancer Care Advocacy 2016: CPAN Goals & 

Objectives

▪ Update from Capitol Hill: How National Policy 
Affects Your Local Cancer Care

▪ Understanding Community Cancer Care: 
Importance of the “Care” & Advocating for it

▪ The Oncology Medical Home: Oncologists & 
RN’s Discuss How Patient Care is Enhanced

▪ Your Cancer Treatment: What to Expect from 
the Latest Advancements

▪ CPAN at the State & Practice Level: 2015 & 
2016 Initiatives

▪ Support for the Financial & Other Costs of 
Cancer

▪ Oral Cancer Drugs: Advances & Issues for 
Patients

▪ Being an Effective Advocate: Ideas & Role 
Playing

▪ Extending the Reach & Effectiveness of 
Advocacy



Nationally Recognized Advocacy Speakers Include



The Community Oncology Alliance (COA) is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to advocating for community oncology practices and, most 
importantly, the patients they serve. COA is the only organization dedicated 
solely to community oncology where close to 70% of Americans with cancer are 
treated.

The mission of COA is to ensure that cancer patients receive quality, affordable, 
and accessible cancer care in their own communities. More than 1.5 million 
people in the United States are diagnosed with cancer each year and deaths 
from the disease have been steadily declining due to earlier detection, 
diagnosis, and treatment.

Learn more about the Community Oncology Alliance at 
www.CommunityOncology.org.

About the Community Oncology Alliance



• Cancer Clinic Consolidation: Since 2008, 1,447 clinics/practices have been 
impacted as follows
o 313 Clinics Closed. 395 Practices Struggling Financially
o 46 Practices Sending Patients Elsewhere
o 544 Practices Acquired by Hospitals. 149 Practices Merged or Acquired

Source: COA 2014 Impact Report

• Oral Parity 
o 40 states have enacted oral chemotherapy access laws

• Chemotherapy Costs in Different Sites of Care
o Patients receiving chemotherapy in a hospital outpatient department costs on average 24 percent 

more than treatment received in a physician’s office

Source: Avalere Study, March 2012

National Oncology Issues That Impact Patient 
Care
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▪ Medicare Experiment on Cancer Care

▪ H.R 1934

▪ Site Neutrality

▪ Prompts Pay

▪ Oncology Payment Reform: Expanding the Oncology Medical Home Model.

COA Legislative Priorities



About Your Fellow Advocates

Cancer	Survivors:	Breast,	Colon,	Leukemia,	Non	Hodgkin's	Lymphoma,	Lung	
Cancer,	Melanoma,	Multiple	Myeloma,	Rectal,	Prostate	and	Testicular	cancer

Professional	Caregivers

Oncologists,	Nurses,	Cancer	Center	Practice	Administrators,	members	of	the	
pharmaceutical	industry,	media	representatives

Family	members

First	time	attendees.	Returning	Attendees



Augusta	Oncology	– 2	Locations
Augusta,	Georgia

Broome	Oncology	– 2	Locations
Binghamton,	New	York

Florida	Cancer	Specialists	– 91	Locations
Largo,	Florida

Northwest	Georgia	Oncology	Center	(NGOC)	- 9	Locations
Marietta,	Georgia

NSHOA	Cancer	Center	– 14	Locations
East	Setauket,	New	York

Oncology	Specialists	of	Charlotte	– 2	Locations
Charlotte,	North	Carolina

Our Existing CPAN Chapters



Our Next CPAN Chapter Launch

Dayton Physicians Network
Centerville, OH 
May 19, 2016

CPAN Chapter Launch Event

Robert	Baird
Chief	Executive	Officer

Jill	Reese,	RN,	BSN,	OCN

• Michigan
• Ohio
• Oregon
• Pennsylvania
• Texas 
• Utah

Key Legislative States



▪ 34 states with community oncology practices
▪ 10 practices in key states: Michigan, Ohio, Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, Texas and Utah
▪ 10 of these community oncology practices are also Oncology 

Medical Homes
▪ 13 of these practices are also COPA (Community Oncology 

Pharmacy Association members)..

CPAN’s National Expansion



National Patient Advocacy Organizations



CPAN is Now Established and Recognized in the 
National Patient Advocacy Community



COA Corporate Members



CPAN Advocates in Action



CPAN Advocates in Action



National Call to Action

We NEED YOU Now



Cancer Experiment / www.cancerexperiment.com



Advocacy through National Media



COA on Facebook



COA on YouTube
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COA on Twitter
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▪ Patient treated in a community oncology setting: Diagnosed with early 
onset breast cancer in 2003. Only 5% of BC dx under age of 40. Extensive 
treatment, including 3x Clinical Trial Participant, including the ground 
breaking Herceptin Trial (NSABP B-31.

▪ National Advocacy Director: Daily interaction with cancer patients, 
survivors, caregivers, medical and oncology professionals

I understand your patient concerns and I will 
support and mentor you!



Thank you!

Rose Gerber
Director of Patient Advocacy

roseg@coacancer.org


